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too large for him, to a tailor, and ordered him to make it over to fit him: the tailor recognized it as having formerly belonged to the King:
" It's quite right," he said, " it is customary for the executioner to inherit the property of his victim."
Meanwhile the Earl of Lennox, supported by popular opinion, loudly demanded justice for his son's death, and came forward himself as accuser of his murderers. The Queen, therefore, was compelled, in order to appease the paternal excitement and the public indignation, to command the Earl of Argyle, lord provost of the kingdom, to investigate the occurrence. On the same day on which this order was given, a proclamation was posted on the streets of Edinburgh, offering in the Queen's name a reward of two thousand pounds sterling to any person who should give information concerning the murderers of the Bang. On the following day the following placard was found beside the other, wherever it was posted:
"Whereas it has been publicly announced that those who should disclose the King's assassins should receive two thousand pounds sterling, I, who have made careful investigation, do declare that the authors of the crime are the Earl of Bothwell, James Balfour, David, Chambers, Blacmester, John Spens and the Queen herself.
This placard was speedily torn down, but as always happens.in such cases, it had already been read by nine-tenths of the population.
The Earl of Lennox accused Bothwell, and public opinion seconded him, with such energy, that Mary was constrained to allow him to be brought to trial: but all measures were taken to make it impossible for tha accuser to secure his conviction. On the 28th of March the Earl of Lennox was advised that the trial was set